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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch-East) [9.48]: I
move-

That sessional committees be appointed
as follows:-

Standing Orders: The President, the
Chairman of Committees, Hon. .1. W.
Kirwan, Hon. A. Lovekin, and the nmover.

Library: The President, Hon. A. S.n
derson, and Hon. 3. Nicholson.

Printing: The President, Hon. J. W.
Kirwan, and Hlon. A. Lovekin.

House: The President, the Chairman
of Committees, Ron. J1. Cornell, lion. J.
Duffell, and Hon. J. W. Hickey.

In the case of the Standing Orders committee
I have added the names of Mr. Lovekin anid
Air. JKirwan in view of the fact that certain
amendments made in the Constitution during
recent years render it desiratble that we should
look into the Standing Order;, having regard
to those matters.

Question Put and passed.

ADIOURNMSNT-SPECIAL.
The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

(Hon. H. P. Colebatch-East) [9.50]: T
move-

That the Hfouse at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 22nd August.
Hon. A. LOVEXIN (Metropolitan)

[9.511: On this motion I should like to emi-
phasise the remarks made by sevetal lhon.
men.bers as to the position of our Leader
here. Probably we shall have a strenuous
session, and he will again be alone through
it as he was through the lest session. There
ought to be found some one hon. member
who would be willing to accept an honorary
positioa in giving our Lender some relief,
and I rise merely to mnake the suggestion
that before the Heonce meets again our Leader
should conisult the Premier on the subject.

The PRESIDENT: Tbat is a matter for
the Government.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.52 p.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pum., and read prayers.

QUESTJIN-SCAFFOLDING
LEGISLATION.

Mr. SAMNPSON (for 'Mr. Davies) asked
the Miniister for Works: Is it his intention
to introduce this session a Bill to regulate
the erection and Supervision of building
scaffolding?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The proposed Bill is receiving considerat ion.

Q-UEST [ONS (7 )-RAILWAY
MATTERS.

Petrol Coaelics.

Mr. LUTEY asked the 'Minister for Rail-
ways:- 1, Has the Railway Department
ordered any inure petrol coaches? 2, If so,
how ninny, and what is the approximate dlate
of delivery? 3, Is it time intention of the
Commissioner for Railways to run any of
them on the Brown Rill loop line?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
jied: 1, No. 2, See No. 1. 3, As soon as
the suitability and efficiency of the motor
rail coach has been established, the question
of obtaining additional coaches and extend-
ing their use will be considered.

Bpa-?. Arnester, Premium.

Mr. CARTER asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the Government ever offered
a premium for the invention of a satisfactory
srark arrester for use on locomotives? 2,
What payments have been nmade, if any, in
this connection?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. The profit to be derived by
the inventor is sufficient inducement. 2, in
the ease of three employees of the Railway
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Department, who have exercised ninth in-
genuity and devoted their time to improve
the spark-arresting appliances, a prelimnuary
payment of £150) has been made as an ap-
preciation of the work done, and incentive
to further effort towards its perfection.

Yarrraony-Yorkraline and North Bilan dee
Railway.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister for
Works:, 1, Has he received the report of the
surveyor now engaged on, the proposed Yarra-
mony-Yorkralcine and North Bandee railway
for July, 1922? 2, If so, bow many miles
have been completed, and where is the blend
of the work at presentI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, Information to hand shows that
to 23rd July 18 miles of survey have been
permanently located and a further five miles
of trial survey made.

Ciaiscbrooc roed end Saimmer-street
crossings.

Mr. SYMONS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Will he cause to be laid on the Table
all plans and reports in the possession of the
Department relating to proposed bridges at
the Claisebrook-road and- Summer-street
crossings respectively?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied.: If the lion, member will call at the
office of the Commissioner of Railways all
papers and plans will be shown him, and if
he so desires, there will be no difficulty as
regards laying on the Table any papers he
wishes.

Arbitration, Mr. Foynton 'a Fees.
Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for

Railways: What was the amount paid Mr.
Poynton for services connected with Railway
Arbitration Court proceedings?

The MINISTER FOB RAILWAYS re-
plied: £677 15s. Id.

Garaarvna-Kiliili Raiscay, Report.
Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier: 1, Re-

ferring to the resolution unanimously passed
by this House on the 15th September, 1920,
that a report be obtained as to the advis-
ability of constructing a railway from the
port of Carnarvon to the Junction of the
Gascoyne and Lyons Rivers, has the report
been prepared? 2, If so, will it be placed
on the Table of the House?

The PREMIER replied: This report is now
ready, and will be placed on the Table of the
House to-day by the Minister for Works.

Pier -street Crossing, Withdrama2 of Night-
signalmnan.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rlail-
ways: 1, What amount of money has been

[41

saved by the Railway Department in with-
drawing the night signalman from the Pier-
street erossingi 2, What is the number of
persons killed and injured at that crossing
since the signalman was withdrawn? 3, Does
he consider the amount of money saved is
commensurate with the lives lost and injured
during that period 1 4, Dloes he agree with
the attitude adopted by the Commissioner of
Railways, namely, that hie, the Commissioner,
is only responsible in so far as seeing a
train is not delayed or derailed, and not in
the prevention of loss of human lives?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
Ilied: 1, 1216 per annum at Pier-street.
There are other similar crossings involved in
the principle, the saving in connection with
which would amiount to over £t,OOO per an-
nu in 2, Twno, viz., (a) Susan Browning,
killed on 15th June, 1922. Signalman not
on duty. (h) P. McLean, hilled 29th July,
3922. Iai this case there was a signalman
onl duty and in manipulating the gates he
closed thenm on the deceased, the gates were
then released and McLean ran across the line
and was caught by the train. 3, It is not
recognised that lives were lost front this
cause, as accidents occurred when the gates
wrere attended. 4, This is not the attitude of
the Conmmissio nor.

QUESTION (2)-UNEM PLOYME[NT.

Eastern Goldfids.

Mr. DOYLAND asked the Premier: Is any-
thing definite being done to absorb the un-
employed on the Eastern Coldfilds, or is the
matter being allowed to drift?

The PREMIER replied: Immediately after
the return of the Minister for Mines from a
visit to Kalgoorlie in connection with the
unemployed question, an officer of the MN1ines
Departm eat was despatehed to investigate
and make suggestions for meeting the posi-
tion. Reco-n mendations have been tele-
graphed by him and action approved in a
number of instances. Inquiries are still be-
ing pursued. The matter is not being al-
lowed to drift and everything practicable is
being done to meet the situation.

Westonia District.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has the department been notified
of the cessation of work at the Edna May
Deep Levels Mine, Westonia? 2, If so, have
representations been made to the Lands De-
partment and Agricultural Bank with the
object of absorbing as many as possible of
those out of work in or near the district,
thereby keeping families in this centre where
they hare homes and good educational facili-
ties?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
No official intimation has reached the de-
partment, but an aninouncement has appesred
ini the Press. 2, Yes.
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QUESTION-ELECTRIC CRANES,
COSTS.

Mr. CHESSON (for Mr. Mansie) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What was the
price quoted by the British makers for the
supply of electric cranes for the Bunbury
jetty f.o.b. and the price erected? 2, If no
price was quoted for erection, what wvould
have been the cost of f reight, insurance, and
erection ? 3, Where were the cranes con-
struted? 4, What was the cost of mean-
lacturel 5, What allowance was made for
supervision, capital cost of plant, insurance,
and general overhead expenses? 0, What was
the cost of the erection of the cranes? 7,
What was the saving to the State by having
the cranes manufactured locally? 8, Were
the cranes as well made as imported eranes?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Cranes £5,565 f.o.b., Glasgow. 2, £:2,633
per crane, including duty, thus giving an
estimated total cost of £8,200 per imported
crane, as compared with, £:4,719 as charged to
the Bunbury Harbour Board. 3, State In,-
Jplctent Works. 4, Total cost, £13,377 for
the three cranes, including materials, erec-
tion, and overhead charges. 5, Estimated on
the basis of 33 per cent, on labour costs. 6,
£595 for the three, and included in ans-
wer to No. 4. 7, Based on prime coat,
£.11,223. 8, Yes.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY,
MEERATHARRA.

MNr. MARSHALL asked the 'Minister for
Works: 1, What were the chief causes of the
extortionate increase in operating expenses of
the Mfeckatharra wvater supply for the year
ended 30th June, 1921? 2, Is it a fact that
old pipes railed from Cue, to replace part of
the main at Meekatharra, were found after
completion to be inefficient, and had to be
immnediately taken out and the original pipes
replaced 1 3, What, if any, was the total cost
of this work?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied
1, The increase in operating costs was due
chiefly to: (a) rises in wages including re-
trospective payments; (b) increasing age of
the pipe main necessitates increased cost of
maintenance; (c) two million gallons more
water was pumped than for preceding year.
2, Some of the second-hand pipes sent from
Cue to Meekatharra were found to be unsatis-
factory, and were removed from the main.
3,£E37 (including all labour and railway
freight).

QUESVrON-WoOROLoO SANATORIUM,
TRANSFER OF INMATES.

IMr. MARSHALL asked the Colonial Secre-
tary: 1, On what grounds% were some Of the
inmatcs of Wooroloo transferred to the Old
'Men's Home, Claremont? 2, Was the altera-
tion made at the expressed wish of Dr. Mit-
chell? 3,1Tahe aware that the victims of this
inhuman act bare suffered in some eases in

loss of "-eight to the extent of 3 stone? 4, In
view of their declining health, will he con-
sider the ad% isableness of ordering the return
of these tieR to Wooroloo?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1 and 2,' The men were discharged from
Wooroloc either because the disease, tuber-
culosis, had become completely arrested or be-
cause, although suffering from fibrosis, pro-
longed observation had failed to detect the
presence of tuberculosis also. 3, None of the
eases haes lost the weight indicated in the
question; one has lost 21 lbs.; three have
gained in weight since leaving Wooroloo. 4,
The cases, are under the observation of the
mnedical officer of the Old Men's Home, and
whenever hie considers it necessary in the in-
terest of any inmate, such inmnate will be
transferred to Wooroloo.

QUESTION-TEACHERS' APPEAL
BOARD, FEES.

Hon' P. COLLIER asked the Premier:
What was the total amount paid to Mr.
Downing, IC., for services in connection.
with the School Teachers' Appeal Board?

The PRE.MIER replied: £299 14s. 6dl.

QUESTION-EXECUTIVE COUNCIL -
ROOM.

Ho,,. W. C. AN GWIN asked the Premier:
1, Is it correct that the Government have
closed the Excutive Council root,' and the
Governor's office and have set it aside for use
by the Secretary to the Premier? 2, If so,
have the Goverinment altered their opinion in
respect to the position of the Governor? 3,
Would not it have been preferable to notify
the Governor that he was no longer required,
instead of shutting the floor against him? 4,
If the Governor has no office, where will the
oppiortunity he given~ him to inspect decisions
of Cabinet and other particulars or papers
secretly, before signing Executive Council
minutes?

The PREMIER replied: 1, For over a year
past Executive Council has been held in the
Premier's room, with the approval of His
Excellency the Governor, whose convenience
has in no way been affected, and who was
delighted to co-operate in this arrangement
beause of shortage of necessary accommoda-
tion. 2, No. 3, Answered by No. 1. 4, The
Governor has ample office accommodation for
all purposes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from 27th silly.
Heon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.42]: It

has been freely stated during recent weeks
that the work upon which we are just enter-
ing, will transcend in importance any ques-
tions which have occupied the attention of
Parliament during recent years. I believe
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that that viewpoint will prove to be substani-
tially correct. Undoubtedly, the future of
this State will be considerably influenced by
the deliberations and work of the present ses-
sion of Parliamnit. -More particularly will
that he the ease as affecting the admninistra-
tion b' the Executive. After all, although
Parliamnent may lay down certain definite
lines for the guidance of the Government,
upon the executive capaceity which Ministers
bring to bear upon the administration of
their departments will depend, largely, the
success or failure of any given policy. I hope
that when this session comes to a close, for
goad or ill, the people of the State may say,
it I may make reference to lines fromn a
poet-

The 'Minister for "Mines: I hope it is not
Omiar Khayamn again.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I refer to the poet,
quoted by the Minister for Mfines, who tells
Ils that-

"Our fates were sealed for all the mar-
rows, yesterday.''

A perusal of the speech prepared for His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor would
not lead one to believe that this session is to
be a very important one. We have had in
the past loag Speeches and short 'Speeches,
Speeches which have been more or less im-
portant, bitt I venture to say we hare never
hand one to compare in volume with the one
delivered last week.

The Premier: What about 1914?
Hon. P. COLLIER: Not even the 1914

'Speech reached the eXtent Of thle Present one.
It is padded out with comparatively unimi-
portant tmatters that mighit be of local or
parochial interest to the districts concerned,
hut certainly are not of any, State-wide iin-
portance. Where the Speech deals with triv-
ial matters, it is clear and explicit. It is
considered of suifficient importance to war-
-rant inclusion in the Speech that a jetty
somewhere on the 'North-West coast hans been
couipleted -

'Mr. Teesdiale: It is vecry important to us.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Important no doubt it

is to the local people, but of very little un-
portance to the whole of the people of this
State to wheam this Speech was delivered.
'Following that, we are told that a goods
shed. I presume on one of these jetties, has

alobeen completed. Further we arein
formed that the Aborigines Branch of the
North-West departmient-that is a Very ex-
tensive title-lmas been experimenting with
Australian, American and] Egyptian cotton
seed, and at present there is tinder cultiva-
tioni sonic 2!% acres of Egyptian cotton.
And the area of this aborigines station em-
braces sonic 70,000 acres! I can realise how
the member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdanle)
-the, cotton king of this State-as Sam
Weller would say, swelled xvisibly with pride
when he heard that 2%A acres was under cul-
tivation in the North-West. It is considered
of sufficient importance to state in the Speech
that in the South.-West, in connection with
gronp settlement, temporary schools are bc-
ing erected pending the erection of pernman-

cnt ones; also that a mnutual sick sand acci-
dent fund has been created, and that those
concerned are contributing weekly. It is
mnost interesting to learn that they find the
cash to contribute wiekly, 'While the Gov-
erinment consider that the inclusion in the
Speech of these trivialities in elaborate de-
tail is warranted, when we turn to questions
of outstanding importance, we find that they
aire passed over either with vague generalities
or with the briefest possible reference. For
instance, the finances of the State are con-
sidered to be deserving of only a brief pas-
sage of four lines, four short lines to cover
the whole of the finances Past and present.
Before proceeding to a consideration of mat-
ters which concern the future, we ought to
pay some attention to the work of the past.
I go somewhat further back than the recess
which has just terminated and see in retros-
pect before mne over a period of six years
past, the achiev-ements of the party now sit-
ting on the Government side of the House.
Thte party came into existence equipped with
a policy of clear, specific and defiaite pro-
posals. First of all the outstanding feature
of the policy of the Government party was
the squaring of the finances. 'That was the
special mission for which they carne into ex-
istence. During the six years they have been
in office that has been accomplished. The
finances have been placed in a sound position.
Trute, of course, they may not be satisfactory
to everybody, but in the years that are ahead
when the policy now being propounded has
fructified, all our financial difficulties shall
have passed away. Then, too, another prom-
inent feature of the Government programme
was the disposal of State trading concerns.
The public of this State who elected the Gov-
ernment on that policy may sit back to-day
and congratulate themselves upon the com-
plete fulfilment of the programme then out-
lined. The State trading concerns have ail
been disposed of.

Mr. Pickering: All scrapped.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, all scrapped. It

is true that the Minister for Works has em-
barked upon an extension of one of the trad-
ing concerns, namely, the sawmills in the
South-West, but that, of course, n-as forced
npon him by circumstances over which he had
no control. Having been offered from over-
seas a fair purchase price for the sawmills,
the Minister, after careful investigation and
after concluding that it i'-ns a fair offer,
found that events transpired which prevented
him from giving effect to his views regarding
the disposal of the sawmills.

The Minister for Works: You cannot blame
me for that.

Hfon. P. COLLIER: It is true, also, that
the Government received a very substantiai
and lucrative offer for the State mnotor-ship)
''Kangaroo,'' and could have disposed of her
for £280,000, a sum exactly double her cost
price. In the meantime, she had been trading
and had returned to the State a profit of
something approaching £300,000. The fact
that the Government did not dispose of the
''Kangaroo" is no evidence that they, were



84 ASSEMBLY.]

not keenly (lesirous of giving effect to the
policy of disposing of State trading concerns.
I hope the public will not think that, because
we still own the ''Kangaroo,'' the Govern-
ment have turned their backs on that policy.
That particular period was important to the
political life of the Government, because
the Minister for Mi~nes was seeking election
at Albany. Although the Cabinet of the day,
I understand, had decided to accept the offer
then made, the unforeseen intervention of a
by-election at Albany might have been re-
sponsible for altering the Government's atti-
tude to this question.

The Minister for Mfines: The people of
Albany were not interested, anyhow.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government are
unable to give effect to their policy of dis-
posing of State trading concerns in so far as
shipping is concerned, no doubt time will ac-
complish their purpose. The ''Xwinana'' has
gone and other boats have gone, and ships do
not last for ever. If the Government con-
tinue long enough, no doubt the day will
arrive when this State will no longer owne any
steamships.

Mr. P'ickering: It is to be hoped they will
be well insured.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Another very im-
pot-tant principle for which the Government
party stood was the abolition of the depart-
mental construction of public works. Seeing
we hare in the present 'Minister for Works the
greatest champion of private enterprise in the
State, and seeing also that he presides over
the department chiefly concerned with the
construction of public works, it is not to be
wondered that departmental construction has
been entirely abandoned, and that all works
constructed during the past six years and in
the course of construction at the present time
have been and are being carried out by con-
tract. Perhaps I am giving the Minister for
Works greater credit than he is entitled to.

The Minister for Works: You ask th~e
Chamber of Commerce.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Denicubbin line
is to-dlay being constructed by day labour, if
the Herdsman 's Lake drainage scheme is
being constructed by day labour, if the har-
bour improvements are being dlone by day
labour, and, in fadt, if every public work
carried out during the past six years has been
done in accordance with the policy of the
Labour party, namely, departmental construc-
tion, I am sure the Minister for Works will be
acquitted of any responsibility in the matter.
Another question which annoyed Ministers
most grieviously when they were in opposi-
tion, particularly the Minister for Works, was
the policy alleged to have been pursued by
the Labour Government of entering into
secret contracts. We are fortunate that, dar-
ing the past five or six years, no secret con-
tracts have been entered into in this State.
If the public of Western Australia were not
acquainted with the fact that the Lake
Clifton railway purchase agreement had been
executed two years before it came to their
knowledge, it was because of unfortunate

circumstances over which the Minister had no
control. I am sure that the large number of
electors responsible for the existence of the
present Government party will be pleased to
know that the policy of Labour has been en-
tirely reversed and that as a result of the
reversion and of the getting back to sound,
commi~ercial business principles in the adnin-
istration of the State affairs, we are to-day
enjoying the financial and general prosperity
of which we see so many evidences around us.
The administration of the present Government
is eharacterised by an. evasion of responsi-
bility. Never in the history of the State, so
far as I know, have Ministers shirked the
responsibility, not only of administering their
departments, but of drafting or preparing
policies, as has occurred during the past 12
months. Do we not know that throughont
this State, north, south, east and west, there
have been peregrinating Royal Commissions,
inquiring into every possible subject under
the sun? And most of the quesfions to which
they have given attention have been matters
upon which any Government might be ex-
pected to have a definite policy of their owrn.
In fact so numerous were these commissions
that one of them was unable, through lack
of accommodation in this House, or because
of the limited '"'Hansard'' staff, to conm-
nienco its investigations until four or five
months after the close of the session. The
Tramways Commission has my entire symi-
pathy because of the fact that owing to cir-
curnstances; which have intervened during the
past month or two, the public generally may
be apt to place blanme unduly on the should-
ers of the members of that Coummission. It
itay be thought in soale quarters that there
was a hidden motive for the delay in the
commencement by that Commission of its in-
vestigations, but I make this statement to-
day in order to clear the Commission of any
such suspicion. The delay 'vas due entirely
to thme fact that there was no accommodation
in this building and because the '"Hansard"
staff were working night and day on other
commissions, and it was not considered de-
sirable that the Tramnways Commission should
hold its meetings outside the precincts of
Parliament House or engage an outside staff.

Mir. Richardson: Do not forget that they
had the same opportunities as other conm-
'hiss ions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The lion. member with
his Commission took good care to get in
firt. Then in addition to commissions we
have boards, and we find that matters of
great importance htave been r-elegate(] to these
boards. It matters not now what the sub-
ject may be which confronts the administra-
tiomi-the assistance of a board is called in
to deal with it. If it is a question of em-
lployment in the service, or if it has to do
with returned soldiers, a board is appointed
to deal with the matter. A board that has
bc-en appointed, or is in the process of ap-
1'ointnment at the present time, is one that
con~cerns this House and the people of the
State. I understand that early in the year
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the responsible officers who are controlling
the funds of the Industries Assistance Board
thought fit to suspend or refuse further as-
sistance to clients of that board who had
failed, or who, in the opinion of the board,
are likely to fail. I am speaking from injen
ory when I say that according to the annual
report of the Industries Assistance Board
presented to Parliament last year there was
something like a total of £95,000 represent-
ing bad debts which was likely to be written
off, and in order to conserve the public funds
the officials in charge decided that they would
stop any further assistance in certain eases.
Whbat happened? The Executive of the
Country Party approached the Government
with regard to the matter and protested
strongly against the action which it was pro-
posed to take. I am indebted for this ia-
formation to the columns of the "Primary
Producer," and here again I notice that Min-
isters have fallen into the habit of receiving
in camera, deputations upon most important
matters. It is only weeks after deputations
have waited on 'Ministers that the knowledge
reaches the public or those interested suffi-
ciently to read the ''Primary Producer." I
protest on behalf of the people of this coun-
try against Ministers adopting the policy of
receiving deputations upon important public
matters. behind closed doors. It is one of
the questions upon which the members of the
Government were very keen when in opposi-
tion. Matters affecting the public inaterest,
particularly the expenditure of public funds,
should be discussed openly. We find that ap-
parently ow-ing to pressure brought to bear
by the Executive of the Country Party, the
Government, so far as I have been able to
understand, decided to appoint a board con-
sisting of three persons, an inspector under
the board and two others who are to be farm-
ers resident in the locality, who are to be
elected or nominated by the local branch of
the Farmers 'and Settlers' Association. This
board of three, two of whom are- to be ap-
pointed by the Association, are to decide the
whole question of future assistance to the
settlers who are concerned.

Thu Minister for Agriculture: That is not
SO-

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is not so it is
an extraordinary thing to find the Executive
of the Country Party circularising the whole
of their branches in the State and requesting
themn to nominate two men to sit on the board
in their districts. The Minister linows that
in many districts in the State two nominees
of the party have been elected.

The "Minister for Agriculture: The matter
is still pending.

lean. P. COLLIER:- The 'Minister informs
us that finality has nt been -reached. it
seems strange that the executive should get
ahead of itself by circularising the branches
and asking for nominations when at the same
time it is not known whether the policy I
have referred to will be adopted by the Gov-
ement.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: I made a
full statement to the Press of the facts as

they were told to representatives of the
Chamber of Commerce and the Primary Pro-
ducers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is an entirely dif-
ferent thing to exclude thD Press from a
deputation and then for the Minister to make
a statement to the Press of what transpired.
Ta doing this the Minister is free to eliminate
from the report any~thing which he does not
desire the public to know. 'We know per-
fectly well that a report taken by a short-
band writer will contain an account of what
transpired, whilst a statement made by the
Minister may not do so. In any case I -wish
to say that for my part I think the majority
of the people will be behind me when I ob-
ject most strenuously to the control of pub-
lic funds being handed over to any irrespon-
sible board. The very fact that this proposal
can receive the slightest consideration is evi-
derice that Mfinisters do not appreciate the
importance of the situation when they, say
that two farmers living in a district shall sit
in judgment upon a neighbour and decide
whether he is or is not to receive further aid
from the Industries Assistance Board. Can
it be expected that any two men in a district
will tura down a neighibotar in a matter of
this kind? If they did so they would be-
come so unpopular as to make it impossible
f or them to reside there. In any case even
if men could be found to fairly and impar-
tially carry out duties that may be given to
them is this respect, I contend that the ex-
pendituire of public funds must remain in the
bands of officers who are respofisible to the
Minister in charge of the department- I am
going to take every possible step open to iae
to prevent the proposal to whbich I have re-
f erredl being finalised. I may be permitted
now to refer to a matter which has been
agitating the public mind during the recess.
It has some bearing too upon. the question of
responsibility-f refer to the now famovs, or
shall I say notorious, extension of the tramn-
way to Como,

Mr. Willeocc: Infamous.
Ron. P. COLLIER: I will not say that.

I do not propose to offer any opinion what-
ever with regard to the merits of the exten-
sion to Como or to any other suburb. As a
matter of fact I do not know anything about
these extensions. I do not think many mem-
bers of this House, except perhaps those who
were members of the Tramways Commission
and heard the evidence given, are in a position
to judge as to the relative merits of tramway
extensions.

Mr. Richardson: That particular extension
never came before the Commission.

lion. P. COLLIER: That is unfortunate.
The lion. member knows that that was not
any fault or the Commnissiou because they
were crowded out by other Commissions
which got in before them.

Rion. WV C. Augwin: They even objected
to us sitting when we did.

Mr. Richardson: The member for Canning
is not so slow.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for Can-
ning is a new member and he will not be
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caught in that ninnuer again. He naturally
thought that the House wvas composed of hen-
ourable members, and that the members of
other Commissiomu would have given him a
fair deal.

-Mr. Richardson: He got a very fair deal
iii the end.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Before coming to the
question of the conistrusction of this particular
line, associated with it is the disturbance
that occurred not only outside, but within
the precincts of this House. The Minister
for Mdines was taken to task by members of
the party with whom hie is associated for the
part he played in the construction of the
Como line.

The 'Minister for Mines: Somebody else
was being spared.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have here extracts
from a report of the meeting of the party
at which the 'Minister was on trial.

The Minister for Mines: Who said that
the report was correct' I did not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I venture to say that
the Minister had no fault to find with the
report. If it be not correct, the report has
not erred on the side of favour to the mem-
ber for Sussex who nas one of those con-
cerned. The report reads--

Yesterday's meeting was held in private
under the Chairmianship of the Leader of
the Country Party, Mr. T. 1H. Harrison,
M.L.A. Shortly afterwards the members
of the Country Party trooped upstairs to
the Ministerial room, the Colonial Secre-
tary being one of them.

I remember that. I saw him pass along the
corridor with a saddened expression, as if he
were going to eternal doom.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not cor-
rect.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The report goes on-
The Minister for Agriculture was absent
at Muflewa.

This was rather a coincidence-the Minister
for Agriculture was also absent from the his-
toric Cabinet meeting which decided to con-
struct the line. At the first meeting of the
Country Party, when the Minister for Rail-
ways was on trial, the Minister for Agriculture
was present, but the Minister for Railways
was absent. And so in turn on this occasion,
while the Minister for Railways was
present the Minister for Agriculture was
absent. So far as the trains are concerned,
''never the twain did meet.'' The report
continues-

Mr. Seaddan was; late.
The heroes in all ,grent dramas caone in late,
after the s~ttings are in place.

The meeting proceeded behind closed doors.
At the conclusion the chairman was sphinx-
like. He declined to say anything at all.

Those of us who know the Leader of the
Country Party are inclined to say that the
reporter responsible for that statement was
quite correct.

In broad outline, though, the story was
as under. Mr. Seaddan spoke for an hour
and a-half.

That intimation did not surprise me. I ven-
ture to say that the Minister for Railways
(luring that hour and a-half covered the whole
range of irrelevancy.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: One man told me
the Minister spoke about everything but the
Conic tramn.

Bon. P. COLLIER: If the construction of
that tram line was the cause of a speech of
an hour and a half from the Minister, then,
were I to deal in relative proportion with
my various subjects, I should be here on my
feet for several days. However, I shall Dot
detain the House at that length. I wish to
say, though, that whatever may have oc-
curred at that meeting upstairs, and whatever
explanation may have been given by the Min-
ister there, no satisfactory reason has been
advanced up to date by ally nmember of the
Government for so deliberate a violation of
the solemn pledge given to this House. It is
not a light or a trivial matter even for the
head of the Governmnent, for the Premier of
the State, supported by one of his
Ministers, to give a definite, clear, and
specific pledge to this House, and then
w-itbin a few months, when Paxiaent i i
recess, entirely ignore that pledge. I care not
what the circumstances may have been. I
consider it to be no defence to say that the
exigencies of the moment with regard to
unemployment in the metropolitan area justi-
fied the Minister in breaking a pledge given
to this Honse. If that is going to be accepted
as a sufficient explanation, what guaran-
tee can members have in the future but that
Ministers will justify the breach of a pledge
on matters of even greater moment than the
extension of a tramaline in the suburban area,
by urging a similar excuse? In this instance
the word of the Minister was broken on the
ground of what, in all circumnstances, I regard
as; a trumpery excuse. Work could have been
found elsewhere. If the policy upon which
the Government are now embarking is what
it is supposed to be, if we are to go ahead
upon the lines laid down by the Government,
surely it cannot be contended that they were
forced into the position of having to construct
that tramway, involving the breanch of a pledge
givenl to this House, merely for the purpose of
finding employment for 100 or 120 menl
Such a contention, it seems to me, will not
hold water for a moment. Purther than that,
the State, it would appear, has made a bad
deal owing to the action of the Govezrment
in this matter. It is known to this House
that the people resident in the suburb to be
served by that tramnway extension, and also
the residents of other suburbs, were willing
to shoulder any financial responsibility or
lose which might be incurred from year to
year in the operation of this extension.
According to the evidence of the manager of
the tramways, the loss for the first year or
two will be at the rate of £1,000 per annum.
The Government, having decided that in the
circumnstances of the untemployment existing
they were justified in departing from the
pledge given to this Hone, should now state
why they failed to observe ordinary business
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methods, why they did not take advantage of
the offer of the people interested to guarantee
the State against any loss. It would appear
that the Government ignored the offer
which was made--deliberately decided that
they would construct this train line and
allow any Toss thereby occasioned to be
borne by the taxpayers of the State.
In effect, they said to the people inter-
ested, ''Yes, it way be a very good thing
on your part to offer to bear the financial
responsibility of the matter, but wre do not
require, or desire, that; we are quite content
that you should keep your guarantee and your
money in your pockets, and any loss there may
be we shall call upon the taxpayers of the
whole State to bear." I want to kinow why
the Government did not adopt the ordinary
business precaution of making the best pos-
sible deal in the circumstances, having decided
to construct the line. Now I come to the
question of Parliament having been ignored
in the matter, which is an important question,
So far back as 1912, when the Labour o-
vernment were in office, an amendment to
the Address-ia -reply was moved by Mr. M.
L, Moss in another plate, The charge then
made against us is somewhat similar to that
which conf ronts the present Government. The
amendment moved by Mr. Moss read as
follows:-

That all the words after the word
''Sovereign"P be struck out with a view of
inserting the following words:-j' 'and to
protest against expenditure incurred by
your Excellency's Ministers without an Act
of Appropriation, such prohedure being
derogatory to the privileges of Parliament
and subversive of the Constitution, while
in addition theretoD the proposal contained
in your Excellency's Speech, implying that
a ratification by the Legislative Assembly
of such unauthorised expenditure is suffi-
cient in law, ignores the constitutional
rights of the Legislative Council.''

Here is an amendment with a direct bearing
upon the question now at issne. Speaking to
that amendment the present M4inister for
Education, who was acting Premier when
Cabinet- decided to construct the Gon line,
said:-

One reason why I intend to support the
amendment is because, rightly or wrongly,
I regard it as a cardinal fault of the pre-
sent Administration that they do not ob-
serve the Constitution, that their desire is
to set the Executive above both Parliameat
and] the people.

That was the view expressed by Mr. Cole-
batch, that the desire of the Labour Govern-
meat was to set the Executive above Par-
lamnent and the people. In connection with
this matter the present Executive have set
themselves up above both Parliament and the
people. We know the influence of environ-
mieat. The fact that Mr. Colebatch alid the
Minister for Railways have been associated
with each other in the government of tMe
country rinring the past th-ree years haa
apparently weakened Mr. Colebatch ' de-

termination expressed in those words which
I have rend. However, that is the position.
I am not gol~hg to labour it, except to say
that I hope the H1ouse will register its dis-
approval of the Government'Is action. I should
like to know what the Premier thinks about
the pledge which he gave to the House re-
garding this matter. The other day I read
in a newspaper that the Minister .for Rail-
ways, speaking on Saturday night at Albany,
not only declared himself -a supporter of the
Government policy of immigration, but pledged
his unswerving loyalty to the Premier per-
sonally. I am inclined to think the Minister
for Railways must have had in his mind a
lively sense of favours to come. How could
the Premier, after his colleague had pledged
himself personally to the hon. gentleman, as
well as to the Premier's policy, be so unkind
as to let that 'Minister down with regard to
this proposal?

The Minister for Mines: He would not
have waited till Saturday night to do it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He might have done
so, seeing that the matter was still in the
air, seeing that no final decision. had been
airived at by the meeting upstairs, seeing
also that a higher authority mneets next week.
[a view of all those circunmstauces the Pre-
amier may have been iviiting to see how things
would go. I think 1 should adopt the same
attitude were I in the Premier's place. If
the Minister dlid not win the firat round, it
was some-what in his favour; and therefore
the Premier might well wait until nest week
to see what that other body which mneets in
this city will have to say about the matter.

Hon. If. P. Troy: 'Monger and McGibbon
will1 fix it all up.

Vr. Sinons. Yes, and they wiill exclude
the Press.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not propose to
say more with regard to the Como trn, ex-
cept to make the affirmation that the break-
ing by a Minister of a pledge with regard to
the expenditure of public funds shiould tnt
be taken lightly by the Parliament of this
country. Associated with that question is
the matter of the finances generally. I
think I should apologise to the House for
referring to the financial position of the
State at all. I have done it so frequently
during the past sir years, both on Addresses-
in-reply and on the Estimates, to no purpose
whatever, that I am very reluctant to
weary hon. members with what must be
more or less a repetition of remarks previ-
ously made. So accustomed have the Gov-
ernment become to the recurrence of an
alarming deficit, that the matter now is
passed over with the slightest possible ref-
erec, and is apparently considered as a.
subject of relatively no importance.

Mr. Simons: They are shock-proof now.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It would appear to

be so. But I want once more to say to the
Government that they cannot expect to be
allowed to continue in office n-ith the finances
drifting in the manner they are. Instead of
any signs of recovery, we hare an increase
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in the drift. Whether from year to year or
Itorn month to month, they are going from
bad to worse. Financially, last month was
the worst July in our experience, and the
same may be said of the detieit for the whole
year. Two years ago the Premier estimated
a deficit on revenue of £399,000.

The Premier: That was the year of the
railway strike.

lion. P. COLLIER: The Premier always
has an explanation. Instead of with a deficit
of £390,000, the year closed with one of
£1i86,000, or £287,000 worse than the esti-
mate. Last year it was the samie; the Pre-
trier estimated a deficit of £5370,000, whereas
the year closed with a shortage of £732,000,
the largest shortage on one year's operations
the State has ever had. The Premier attri-
butes the huge deficit for the year to the fail-
-ure to secure the passage of the Licensing
1Ri11, froin which he estimated an increased
revenue of £110,000. There Are two ways by
which a Treasurer can juggle with Estimates.
OIne is to inflate the estimated revenue, know-
lng, or at all events he should know, that the
full[ amount will not be obtained. The Pre-
:mier must hlave known that there was ire
possible chance of his obtaining £1.10,000
additional revenue freon the Licensing Bill,
that this House would never pass a Bil
which would give him that extra anmount.
.However, having inflated the estimated rev-
-enue, the Premier when he fails to obtain it
can turn round and ay, "It was not my
fault; it was due to the failure of Parlia-
ment to pass the Bill.'' One year it is the
strike, another year a certain Bill fails to
pass. it is not peculiar to one year. 'We
have had six years of it. Surely the Gov-
ernment have not been so unfortunate as to
bave met with unforeseen difficulties over a
geriod of six yesrsl We have to-day a total
accumulated deficit of five and a half
millions. I am not including .luly, the first
month of the new financial year. The in-
terest on this deficit is increasing year by
year, and the time is not far distant when
it will almost overwhelm the taxpayers. It
is of no use whatever to say we are going tu
recover our position by increased production.
Th is cry of increased production as a solvent
for our financial difficulties has been on deck
for five or aix years withouL. producing any
results. No matter hlow successful anly Policy
of land settlement and immigration may be
in the immediate future, for some years to
Come it can hare comparatively little bearing
on the restoration of our finances; any re-
,covery that will be made from increased pro-
dection must of necessity be gradual, and
spread over a number of years. If we are
to continue as we have been going I say,
using the words of members of the Govern-
menit when in Opposition, and when the ac-
cumulated deficit was not one-fifthi of what
it is now-adopting the language of Minis-
ters, I say the State is going headlong to
bankruptcy. it must appeal to the common
sense of Any man, however casual he may he
in financial mutters, that no community of
the size of ours can continue to go to the bad

ax the rate of three-quarters of a million per
annumn. It is alarming, and if it continues I
do not know where it will end, I ant unable
to discover in any of the depart meats that
the Government, or any Minister thereof, has
made any serious Attempt to cut down ex-
penditure. Indeed there ins been increased
expenditure all along the line.

The Premier. Due to increased wages and
salaries.

Hon. P. COLt Ell: Which have been met
by increased charges for services rendered. To
mieet increased wages and increased expendi-
ture occasioned by increases in the cost of
commodities, the Government have imposed
increased chparges for services rendered by
the public utilities, and they have had also
increased direct taxation, an increase front
£400,000 odd to £975,000.

The Premier: No, we have not received it
for the year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am talking of the
previous year, when direct taxation rose to
£970,000. But no matter hlow taxation is i-
creased, we continue to go from bad to worse.
'Moreover, the Premier lies benefited to the
extent of £50,000 saved in sinking fund and
interest on the goldflelds water supply loan.

The Premier: No, £84,000.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Edu-

tien, when Acting Premier, put the sum at
£E49,0-00 for the six months. Also, I think the
Prenmier has told us in the Governor's Speech
that it represents £100,000 for the whole
year. I do not know whether or not he has
had the benefit of a full halt year. I should
like to kniow what mnembers of the Country
Party have to say about our financial posi-
tion. That Party has professed to stand
for -financial reform. Perhaps it is one of
thre chief features of the Party's existence.
Have those members entirely forgotten Plank
Ll of their platform? What has the Leader
of the Party to say on behalf of those he
represents, and on behalf of the influential
body of prinwary producers behind him? Is
the lion. mnember unconcerned?

M~r. Harrison: Is this question time!
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not expecting a

reply lust now; later on will do. I ant jns-
tifled in asking the question. If the hon.
member is so indifferent to the views of those
hie represents, I am going to assume the re-
sponlsibility of asking on their behalf what
his Attitude is towards the financial admin-
istration of the Government and, of course,
of his own party. I have the famous declar-
ation of the executive, calling upon the Coun-
try Party in Parliament to do something to
give effect to their financial views. Appar-
ently it has gone uinheeded. Let me contrast
the inactivity of the members of the Country
Party in this House with the effective work
being performed by the Federal Country
Party. I believe it was mainly due to the
work of that small, compact party of 10 or
12 in the Federal House that the Federal
Estimates of expenditure for last -year were
reduced by £2,000,000. There is no doubt
it was the insistent demands of the Federal
Country Party that brought to the Federal
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Government the realisation of their financial
position.

Mr. Angelo: The Federal Government are
spending our money-nnoney we ought to be
spending.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not affect
my point.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That might be ques-
tioned.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even if that be so, it
is a good thing that they will be spending at
least two million pounds less than they would
otherwise be spending, as a result of the
work of the Federal Country Party.

Hon. IV. C. Angivin: They have nothing
to do with agricultural development.

The Premier: They have the baby bonus.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The finanices of this

State have become worse since the party on
the cross benches took a share in equal pro-
portions in the responsibility of government.

Mfr. Harrison: Is not the position the same
in other States and other parts of the woridi

Bon. P. COLLIER: I read in a local news-
paper the other day a scathing criticism of
the Queensland Government for its deficit
during last year's operations. Apparently
the writer was not aware that last year the
deficit in Queensland was only £185,000.

The Premier: They make no contribution
to the sinking fund.

Hon. M. r. Troy: They have reduced rail-
way freights 20 per cent.

Hon P. COLLIER: This in indicative of
the hopeless attitude of members on the cross
benches. When confronted with the result
of years of financial drift, their leader has
nothing more to say than "'Is not that the
position in every other country? There have,
been shipwvrecks on other oceans; let our ship
sink as well."

M r. Harrison: Where are your recouping
sources of revenue as, compared with other
countries? Where are your secondary indus-
tries?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I should like to know
if that is the view of the hon. member's ex-
ecutive. Does his executive say, as he does
in effect, that it is hopeless, that there is no
hope, no remedy, that the conditions are only
what are to be found in other countries-

Mr. Harrison: I said nothing of the sort.
Hon. P. COLLIER: And that it cannot

be helped here? That is not the view taken
by his executive, or expected of it under
plank 11 of the party's platform. I hope the
hon. member has not forgotten its existence.

Mr. Harrison: You would not allow anyone
to forget it.

lion. P. COLLIER: In the Speech there is
no suggestion as to how to meet the financial
position. It is not even said, "My Ministers
are applying themselves to their departments
with a view to effecting ecnme. Even
an old stock phrase like that is omitted.
There is no suggestion of economy or reduc-
tion in expenditure. We are told there is not
to he any increased taxation, except tider
the heading of licensing. What does the
Premier expect? There is not a shadow of
any improvement in our financial position for
years to come under the policy that we have

had put before us. The Prenmier says that;
hie does not contemplate effecting any reduc-
tion in expenditure. lie does not expect to
receive any increase from taxation except a
comparatively small amount from licensing.
If there is not to be say reduction in ex-
penditure or economies in the departments,
or increased taxation, we shall have nothing
to lolk forward to but the ever-recurring de-
ficit of £!700,000 a year. Is it expected that
we must continue until such time as the im-
migration policy or the introduction of peo-
pie from overseas squares our position? If
that be so, we shall be over the financial
precipice before we can get any result from
such a policy. The position is very serious.
A close examination of our various depart-
ments by an impartial and qualified man or
board would, I am sure, show that expendi-
ture could be so reduced as to cover the
whole of our deficit.

The Premier: Which departments?
lion. P, COLLIER: All of them. I helieve

that in every one of them there is room for
reduced expenditure without affecting effic-
iecy.

Mr. Teesdale: Without retrenchment?
lion. P. COLLIER: I do not say without

retrenchment. If it should be found upon
investigation that there are in the service
mcii who cannot be profitably employed, the
department concerned has no right to em-
ploy them.

The Premier: Salaries do not matter so
much. It is the services that cost the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not so much a
question of salaries as the lack of co-ordina-
tion and of efficiency. We have incompetent
in at the head of some of our departments.
Ministers are largely in the hands of exe-
cutive officers of departments. The general
details of administration, of amnalganiation of
work, and of reduction in expenditure, are
largely, if not entirely, in the hands of re-
sponsible departmental officers. If there is
inefficiency, or there are incompetent indi-
viduals at the head, so surely shall we have
inefficiency in the service from the top of the
tree to the bottom. Without offering any
opinion at this stage on the report of the
Royal Commissioner on Railways, I have no
doubt that as a result of Mr. Stead's investi-
gations the financial position of the Railway
Department could be considerably improved.

The Minister for Mines: That is why we
appointed him.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I believe it was a
good appointment, and ai wise thing to have
an inquiry into that big spending depart-
ment. Mr. Stead is a capable man.

Mr. Underwood: This House ordered the
inquiry.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think not. It was
undertaken on the initiative of the Govern-
ment. I think much good will come as a
result of it. Who can say that a searching
inquiry into other departments would not
result in the discovery of similar things to
those which hare been revealed to us during
the inquiry into the Railway Department?
Whenever inquiries by competent individuals
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or boards have been held in the other States,
or by the Comnmonwealth, it has been shown
that great expenrliture has been going on
which was not Justified. Inquiries have been
made into the administration of Federal De-
partmsents such as shipping, defence, etc., and
it has been shown that money running into
millions was being spent without an ade-
quate return. I believe that would be found
to be the case with the departments in this
State. It is, however, lot' the Government to
say how far they will go in a matter of this
kind- We have reached a stage when we can-
not heap any additional taxation upon the
people of the State. What with Federal anti
State taxation, with taxes imposed by our
loeal governing bodies, and the charges for
services rendered, the people of this State are
paying right uip to their limit.

The Minister for Mines: We provide too
mnany- services withoui paynrent; that is one
of our troubles.

lion. P. COLLIER: That may be so, and
that would perhaps be a fitting subject for
inquiry. The call to-day in this State, in the
Federal sphere and everywhere else, is for
a reduction in expenditure. The demand is
loud in the land that the wage-earners of the
country should submit to a reduction in their
earning capacity. The need is infinitely
greater upon the departments of the various
Governments to effect reductions in expendi-
ture, If the expenditure swelled during war
time and in the years following the war be-
causec of high prices, and other costs inci-
dental to the war, it should surely follow, if
it be true, as claimed by those who demand
a reduction in wages, that prices have been
coming down, that the expenditure by Gov-
erna-ents should alIso Come down. Large
sums have been spent year by year in the
carrying on of the public services. If there
has been a reduction in prices all round, that
should be reflected in the expenditure of our
Government departments.

Mrs. Cowan: The salaries of Government
officers were not raised as others wer-a during
the w-ar.

Hon. P. COLLIER- I do 'tot ]knew. A
number of public servants, highly paid
officials, were given increases up to £200 a
year.

Mr. Simons: Take the general manager of
the Wheat Scheme.

'Mrs. Conwan: There have been increas
Inti-ir. I admit.

lion. P. COLLIER: During the last couple
of Years. T ant referriug to expenditure
gentervl. There is considerable expenditure
in departuments apart altogether from sal-
nd's. Thlere are m1aterials and requirements
generally which run into huge sums of nioney
eve, yyear. I do not know but that redne-
tin might he madie in the expenditusre in
thest' respects. The responsibility lies with
the Government. We are going headlong into
trouble, unless a stern and strong attitude is
adopted by Ministers towards expenditure.
Scarcely ai day goes; b-v that I do not readt
in the paper of instances of expenditure of
publie funids in directions that are not wvar-

ranted. Ia reply to questions I asked to-
day, I was informedl that the Railway De-
partnient paid £890 odd to a man outside the
seirvieL- to condu-t the department's ease
hefor-e the Arbitration court. r refer to '.%r.
l'nynton, general manager of the Midland
Railway Company. Mr. Poynton was anl out-
side inan who "as brought in by the Govern-
mnent to conduct the case before thekrbitra-
lion Court. I understood that the fee hie
received n-as £10 10s. per day.

lion. M. F. Troy: Was there no officer in
theo department coampetent to conduct the
case.?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot say that.
The Minister for Mines: Do not forget

that even the unions appoint advocates. They
rio not always appoint members of the unions
to appear for them.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The unions do not pay
£10 10s, a day.

lien. P. COLLIER: If the department
found that Mr. Munt could appear in the
other arbitration proceedings, surely some
officer could have carried out the
duties entrusted to Mr. Poynton. When
the present Minister for Works was Corn-
missioner for Railways, ho did not employ an
advocate at £690, but went to the court him-
self and conducted the case in person.

The Minister or Works: And your people
said it was undignified.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of conrse, it was
absurd.

The Minister for Works: I won the case
at any rate.

lion. P. COLLIER: In addition to his work
ais Commissioner, the Minister did not cost the
State a penny on that occasion, and he won
his ease.

The Mfinister for Works: I won both the
cases I hadl hefore the court and yet I was
told it was undignified!

lion. P. COLLIER; Surely there is some-
one in the departumeat who has capacity
enough to enable the Coverament to save such
an expense as the £1690 to which I referred.
Then there was the Teachers' Appeal Board.
WVill Ministers say they were justified in
engaging a King's Counsel to represent them
before that hoard?

The MAinister for Mlines: Who could we
act. when they were all going before the
hoard for increases?

The Minister for Works: Yes, all of them.
liron. P. COLLIER:- There arc other mn

besides those emiployved in the Education De-
partmnent. There was "Mr. Mont; heo was
junior consel, as it wvere, to Mr. Downing,
supplying him with iniformiation, and
yet the King 's Counsel drew in fees over
£211 0. If a comparatively trivial tribunal
suchi asi the appeal hoard for the teachers,
could not be conducted without incurring
.such expense, it is surely a reflection.

Mr. Latham: We should abolish the Ar-
bitration Court.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If such a thing bad
to be, it showss that there is something radi-
cally wrong.

so
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The Minister for Mines: The unions
frequently appoint a King's Counsel, who is
not attached to any union, to appear in court.

Hon. T. Walker: That would be in order
to settle points of law.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Usually unions have
not a wide choice within their own ranks, as
the Government hare amongst the public
servants. Here and there, these increased
amounts of expenditure crop up. Since the
trans-Australian railway has been constructed
there has been a remarkable nunmber of
public servants, and particularly railway
officers, who bare found business calling for
their attention in Mfelbourne or Sydney, by
means of conferences and so forth.

The Minister for 'Mines: Only the regular
conferences.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been easy to
find groundls for conferences since we have
bad the railway constructed. We must have
expenditure cuat down and if 'Ministers think
that they cannot get extra taxation from the
people, they will have to tackle the problem
seriously. It will have to be faced some
dlay alid the longer it is delayed, the more
expensive it will be when finally it is taken
inl hand.

The 'Minister for Mines: The Royal
Commissioner who dealt with the railways,
said that we did not send our officers away
often efiough.

lion. P. COLLIER: That may he so.
The M1inister for Mines: The trouble is

where will it begin and end?
Hurt. P. COLLIER: In Western Australia,

as we are situated, it may be that officers
wvho remain here will stagnate, and not keep
abreast of the times in connection with the
services supplied in other parts of the Coin-
mnonwealth, It may be a good thing for our
officers to travel to Vne Eastern States
occasionally. At any rate, this is how the
matter appeals to me. The Premier men-
tinned that, while in the Old Country, he was
able to secure relief in connection 'with
the sinking fund on the golddields water
supply scheme, relief which will amount
to £100,000 per year. I am glad he
has heen able to achieve that. Mfuch cor-
respondence has passed for some years back,
and the result of the Premier's work shows
what the man onl the spot can Accomplish in a
very short time, where correspondence will
not give the same result over a number of
years. This assistance will Afford us some
relief. T put it to the Premier that rather
than take advantage of this relief in con-
nectioni with the general revenue, the best use
of the saving will he in affording a reduction
in the cost of water supplied to the mines on
the goldlfields. I need not go over the ground
so often traversed in pointing out that what-
ever degree of affluence or prosperity is mani-
fest in the agricultural areas and in other
directions to-day, that development received
its driving force in the first instance from the
discovery of our goldields. Of that there
cannot be any doubt. The principal factor
in increasing our population and our devel~p-

nient during the past quarter of a century,
has been the mining industry. The de-
cline that has taken place in that industry
has been considerable in recent years. During
the past few years the decline has become
almost alarming, and if such a great industry,
which has done so much for the State, is not
to become extinct, something will have to be
dlone to enable the mines containing low
grade ore to be worked. To-day many mines
fiad it unprofitable to operate. While I
would not advocate that payable mines should
-get the benefit of a reduced. price of water,
for I think that mines well able to pay
for the water supplied to them should be
miade to do so, it worild he a good polie-y
to give thle relief I indicate, if it will bring
back to a profitable existence the various low-
grade properties now idle. By this means
we will increase not only the avenues of em-
piloynlent, hut also production. I hope the
Minister in charge of water supply will go
carefully into that question. During recent
;esrs, hoe has received requests from various
locail governing bodies, and from other qnar-
ters as well, urging a reduction in the price
of water. r canl appreciate why thosc eto
ques9ts were not entertained in view of ' the
theu existing state of the Scheme 's financves.
The CGolfields Water Scheme has been show-
ing a loss for many years past and the gen.-
oval revenue has b;een called upon to make
tip the loss no operating costs, apart from
the sinking fund. Now' that the Oov-
ortnent will be relieved of that loss,
the time is opportune for the Minister
controlling water supplies to go into the
[flatter with thle MNinister for Mlines-it affects
the Mlines Department almost entirely-
and examine the whole of the situation with
a view to giving relief by reducing the charges
for irater supp~lied to thie mnines which cannot
operate to-day.

The MNinister for 'Mines: The main consid-
eration is that by such a reduction we can
increasle production.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Not only
Western Australia but the whole world re-
quires anl increased production of gold. This
assistance, as the Minister for Mines knows,
should be given to the mines at ]Kalgoorlie
:and Bonlder.

The M1inister for 'Mines: The trouble is
flint the mes are now leaving behind ore
that should be taken out and which will
utrver be recovered.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As a matter of fnct,
the high cost of production has beea most
dletrin-ental to the industry ats a whole.
The result has been that ore has been passed
over, the gold from which, had there been
lower costs, would have been extracted.
These low-grade ore bodies and the gold con-
tained in them, are lust for all. time because
those portions of the mines cannot be worked
on any future occasion. Relief to the extent
of £;100,000 should enable the Government
to make a reduction in these charges in a
way which would have a compensating effect
through other revenue-earning departments.
It would be possible to forego, say, £30,000
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out of the £100,000 per year, for it
would not mean a sacrifice of that
revenue but rather a return through other
channels and through other departments.
The return would come through tire Railway
Department, the Mines Department and other
services, together with something additional. I
know that the Minister for Mines will find
that the people on the goldfields will expect
some concession, since the Premier, when in
London, was successful in his efforts
to secure relief. With such assistance,
I believe there are many years of life
before even the older mining fields
in the centre of Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
areas which have been worked at high pres-
sure for the past 25 years. The other day
I was reading information dealing with the
production of some of the principal mines in
Australia, such as the famous Mt. 'Morgans
mine in Queensland, some base metal mines
at Broken Hill and others at Wal-
halla, in Victoria. and elsewhere. It would
surprise hon. trember;, who have not followed
-closely the produaction from the mining in-
dustries, to see how Western Australia stands
out, not only regarding the total gold pro-
duction, but also the individual output.

The Minister for Mines: Notwithstanding
the decline in the yield we stilt produce 63
per cent. of the gold yield of Australia.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A little while ago, we
were producing 53 per cent., but now that
hase increased to 633 per cent. of the total pro-
duction throughdut Australasia. That shows
that the decline in other parts of the Common-
wealth baa been greater than in 'Western
Australia.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7.30 p-,m.

lRon. P. COLLIER: I come now to the im-
migration and land settlement scheme of the
Government. I regret that we have not at
this stage sufficient detailed information be-
fore us to enable nts to intelligently examine
the proposals for land settlement in all their
bearings. The question of increasing the
population of the State by bringing persons
from overseas, and land settlement geaerally,
is one which I think meets with the approval
of every sane person in this State. I can
only reiterate what I have said on many pre-
vious occasions that I1 should like to see as
many people introduced from overseas as it
is possible for us to absorb. The greater
that number might be, the better it would be
for this State. With regard to the general
policy of immigration we are all in agree-
ment, but there are aspects of it that re-
quire very careful consideration. First of
all there is the qnestion of obtaining a suit-
ahle type of immigrant. It is realised by
everyone that Australia can obtain large
numbers of men and w-oren from overseas
who would be unsuitable for the work and
life expected of them in Australia. It
should be our object to avoid introducing
people of this class. Only within recent
months there has been a unanimity of opinion
anionwast those who take an interest in immi-
gration that we were getting ant over-per-

cectage of unsuitable immigrants. I believe
the Acting Premier, a couple of months ago,
during the absence of the Premier in the
Old Country, endorsed that view. The amem-
her for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale), who is
the president of the New Settlers' League
and who comes into touch more or less with a,
large percentage of new arrivals, also ex-
pressed the opinion, which I understand was
conveyed to the Premier 'by cable, that more
stringent steps should be takea to secure a
better class of immigrant. Upon the class
of men wre obtain depends largely the success
of any schenme of land settlement. I am not
aware-perhaps the Premier will supply us
with the information when he speaks-of the
precise methods adopted in the Old Country
wheu selecting immigrants. I understand
that the matter is entirely in the hands of
officers of the Government of this State.

The Premeir: That is so.
Hon. P. COLLIER-. That being so, and

the selection being mnada principally by an
officer sent from Western Australia last year
or the year before specially to perform this
work-

The Premier: Two of them.
Ron. P. COLLIER: I am unable to under-

stand how these officers came to select such
a number of men considered to be unsuit-
able by those in a position to pass judgment.
I remember reading in the Press a statement
made by the member for Claremont (Mr. J.
Thomson) after his return from the Old
Country that, on the ship on which he tra-
velled back to Western Australia, lie selected
on eight only 10 out of 90 immigrants as
being suitable for settlement in this country.
If, in the judgment of the member for Clare-
mont, whose opinion should be worth some-
thing, 80 out of 90 of the immigrants were
of an unsuitable class, it is a serious matter
and one which requires rectification. We are
led to believe that whatever weakness has
existed in this respect in thme past has been
rectified. The Premier -will be able to say-
what steps have been takcen, and whether in
future we may rely on ohtaining a suitable
class of settler. I am not in a position to
judge. I was anxious to make myself uc-
quainted first hnud with the class of men
coming to the State, and, in pursuance of
that anxiety, 1, in my innocent unsophisti-
rated way, wandered down one day to the
Immigrants' Haume, merely to observe, even
at a distance, the typo of immigrant we were
getting. I baa no other desire and I would
not even attempt to defile what was appar-
ently regarded by officers of the department
as their sacred presence by personal touch,
but I was denied that Opportunity.

Mr. Mann: You thought well of those you saw.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I was about to say I

wa4 pleasantly surprised. I spoke to one and
only one, but it was possible to form an
opinion by g enera] observation of the type of
men there. Almost without exention they
appeared to be young men uinder 25 years of
age and physically of an excellent type. I
was surprised to find them of such a good
st'smp. According to Press reports, those who
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have arrived since that date are of a similar
class. If this is so, then all is well. How-
eler, I do not quite understand why there
should he anyT desire on the part of those in
control of immigration in this State to
prevent any responsible citizen from coam-
ing into touch with the new arrivals.
There seems to be a desire on the part of the
Immigration Department, or the officers of
the department, that the new arrivals must
bte prevented fronm comning into contact with
the outside world as it were. While in that
home they are regarded as being as secluded
almost as the gentlen-en. a little farther up
on the hilt in Fremantle.

Hon. WT. C. Angwin: I never heard of such
a thing before.

Hon. P. COLLIER: One cannot enter the
institution on the hill without permission or
without having his qualifications examined.
A similar policy, it appears, has been followed
with regard to the Immigrants' Home. I
think it would enlarge the sympathies of the
general public and broaden their views if
they were not only permitted but afforded
opportunities to come into Contact with these
new arrivals.

The Premier: So they are.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not find it so.

I do not wish to deal with a personal matte;,
but 1. was told over the telephone by an un-
civil civil servant that I had no business there
without permission from the 'Minister. It is
ant extraordinary thing that a memnber of this
House should not be permitted to visit this
home, or, having done so without permission,
should be told to get out. This is all pert
of the method of administration which wre
fiad gradually creeping into the government
of this country. It is a case of establishing
a bureaucracy in which the uncivil civil ser-
vant is governing and Controlling the affairs
of this State. Ministers in many instances
appear to sit back and to be content Take the
IMiinisterial head of the Immigration Depart-
merit: Instead of him being the captain on
the bridge and guiding the ship, it appears
to me that ha is no mnore than the paint on
the rudder of the ship.

Mr. Marshall: A barnacle.
The Premier: That is not right.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is right.
Hon. T. Walker: He is purely a rubber

stamp and no more.
Honm. P. COLLIER: When it conies to a

conflict of statements between a member of
this House and some jack-in-offlee in the de-
partment, the Minister without a knowledge
of the facts ranges himself behind the official.
I venture to say the officer, knowing the
Minter, wrote out the state-rent for him,

and he was obliging enough to put his signa-
tare to it.

Mr. Sinions: When he does that to you,
what will he do to the new arrivals?

Hon. P. COLLIER: One woulld imagine
that the department had something to hide
or had some object in keeping new arrivals
apart from the general public. Surely the
nhole of the department's methods will stand
the light of day or the investigation even of

an ordinary citizen. Surely it is not thought
that members Would go there to create dis-
saitisfaction or trouble amongst those in the
home . for the time being. I do not
intend to trespass again upon thme indulgence
of the -Minister with regard to the Imnmi-
grants' Homte. Regarding the scheme of
land settlement as put forward by the Gov-
emanent, I am sure the House will await with
interest a statement by the Premier for, after
all, the intorination we have to date is
general.

The Premier: It was really all published
int January last.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not so sure of
that. We have the proposal that it is in-
tended to take 25,000 people a year for a
period of three years, or a total of 75,000.

The Prenier : Women and children in-
cluded.

ion. P. COLLIER: That is so. I notice
that in the Lieu teinant-Governor's Speech
the period is extended somewhat, because it
states "'from three to Ifive years."' A
perusal of the speech of Colonel Amnery,
made in moving the second reading of the
Bill, would seem to indicate that lie calcu-
lated on a possible period of seven to eight
years. That was the terin mentioned.

Hon. T. Walker: That applies to all
Domainions. It is a British scheme for all
the Empire.

Hon. P. COLL[ER: It is the object of the
Imperial authorities to render assistance to
the various Dominions tb enable them
to absorb as many of those who are
considered to-day to be the surplus popula-
tion of England. So the scheme is not
peculiar to this State or to any particular
State. Canada, the Dominion of South
Africa, and every State of the Common-
wealth will come under the proposals em-
bodied in the Act that was passed in the
Imperial Parliament a month or two ago.
There are many points on which I would
like to be enlightened. I would like to know
if there are any conditions attached to the
loan of £6,000,000. Is there any written
agreement between the Government of this
State and the Imperial Government?

The Premier: There is a draft agreement.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I take it that the

terms of the agreement between the State
Government, the Imperial Government, andt
the Commonwealth Government will be re-
duced to writing.

The Premier:- Oh, yes.
Ron, P. COLLIER: And I suppose there

will be an opportunity later on in the ses-
sion of dis4cussing the whole question?

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not knDw whether

a Dill or any special legislation will be re-
quired.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Mon, P. COLLIER. There is or will be a

written agreement, and I imagine that will
be available to the House at a later date. I
would like to know also whether any con-
ditions are attached as to the number of
immigrants we are to take each year, that
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is to say, if we should fail to take the
agreed nuimber of 25,000 in any one of those
three years that the £E2,000,000 will still be
available to us.

The Premier: At the end of the third year
if we have not taken the full number it
may be reduced.

Hoii. P. COLLTIER: They will Dot stand
by a Specific ]liunmher in any one year. If
at the end of three years, instead of having
ta kenl 75,1100 people, wre ihaye only absorbed
30,010) or 40,00)0, I suppose that the assist-
ance by way of one-third of the interest nnl
tile loan mjoneyv will he proportionately re-
dii ed.

The Premfier: Yes, of course, that is only
fsa i r.

Eion. P. COLLIER: I wanted to "make
that clenar.

The Premier: It is anl undertaking.
lion. P. COLLIER: Another point has

a risen as to whether there is any restri tio,
plated on the Government iu regard to tile
Scople Of thle eX13endi ture of the £IiIhlhil4 (Hi.

Tme Premicr: No.-
lion,. 1'. COLLIER: That is to be entirely

within the, discretion of the OIovernmient
We have to take 73,0001 people, and of that
total wre "'ist settle 6,000 families. Apart

.fronm those conditions there arte no other
restrictions ona the expendithire of the
mnoney.

The Premier: No.
Hopi. P. COLLIER : Tile Mfinister finr

Education is reported to have said onl MIon-
day night that it is the intention of thle
Government to devote half of the £6000o000
towards the settlement of the 6,000 fam11iles,and that the other half will he available for
persons already on the land. I do iiot know
whether that is so or not.

The Prem~ier: It is Dot set out in that
way; we can use the nioney for improving
the land already settled.

lion. P. COLLIER. I nderstand the Gov-
ernent can exercise discretion in the
matter, hot I an, not clear as to what the
policy is. T did read that the Premier stated
lie considered that of the £E6,000,000, five
niillions of it would be devoted towards
settling 6,000 families on the land.

The Premier: I did not say that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Before one can analyses

the figures it will be necessary to know what is
the real scheme of the Government.

The Premier: The agreement was published.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I only know of what has

been published within the last fortnight, a general
outline of the scheme. I take it of course that
the details will be supplied later on.

The Premier: It wasl published in detail in
January.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I hare not seen that.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin : How could you publish

the agreement in January when it was not
made then?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Ed-
ucation said on Monday:

There is no obligation to spend the £6,000,000
in any particular direction. The Premier had
already indicated that half of it would be

spent in giving greater facilities to those
already on the land. The remainder would
be required to Bettle 6,000 new arrivals in
other directions.

So that according to the Minister for Education
hailf of the £6,000,000 is to go to those already
on the land, and the other half wvill be available
to enable us to absorb 7.5,000 people of whom
6,000 are to be settled on the land.

The Premier: The money will be advanced
to farmers for work to be done.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I only wish to get the
facts. I hare quoted the statement made by
the Mfinister for Education on Monday night.

The Premier: We can use the money for
any purpose in connction with settlement.

Hon. P'. COLLIER : I an, not questioning
that aspect of the matter at all. I understand
that it is entirely within the discretion of the
Government as to how or where the money is
expended prodided we take 75,000 people, and
provided also that 6,000 families are settled
on the land. Apart from those two points the
Government have entire discretion as to howv
the money is to be expended, and in the exercise
of that discrction we arc told by the M1inister
for Education that it has been decided by the
Government to devote £3,000,000 to 1eolile
already on the land, while the remainder will
he spent on absorbing the 75,000 anrld settling
6,000. That seems to be clear.

The Premier. Whatever money is spent will
be spent in finding work for those people who
come out.

Hon. P. COLLIER : That does not affect
mly point.

The Premier: I thought you would remember
the scheme as published in January.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am rather surprised at
the Premier stating that wre should remember
what was published in January. I do not
think one in a thousand would remember that.
Every opinion which has been expressed about
the scheme has been based on statements pub-
lished during the past week or tiro. That is
all aiiyone knows about it. In any case I take
it that the statements made by the Premier and
his responsible Ministers will be found to be
not in conflict with what was stated in January.

The Premier: Doa't you take Mr. Lovekin's
statement published to-day.

Hon. T. Walker: There is a good deal of
sound sense in what Mr. Lovekin says.

The Premier: Nothing could be so silly;
it is absolute nonsense.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us take the scheme
as wre know it-the settlement of 6,000 families.
It does not matter whether it be over a period
of three or liveyears. If'ye alloxv £1,000 tomech
settler the total will cme to £6,000,000. It is
obvious of course that the whole of this money
will not be available for the settlement of the
6,000 families ;much of it will be required in
other directions. If we take Mr. Colebatch's
figures, the total will be reduced to one half-
that is to say, there will then be available UOO0
for each of the 6,000 new settlers. I would
like to know whether the Premier believes that
it is possible to settle 6,000 families at a cost
of £500 each.

Thpe Mnister forliMines: Itidopes not meainthat
either. Do not they get that assistance from
the Agricultural Bank ?
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Hon. P. COLLIER: No. The bon, member
has not read the statement of the Minister for
Education who said that £3,000,000 would be
paid to men already on the land, If experience
shows that these people can lie settled at a cost
of £500 per man, it will be a good thing, but the
majority, if not all of the 8,000 are to be settled
in the South-West, and I would like to know
whether the Premier considers that £690 is
sufficient to enable a person to settle in that
part of the State. I do not think the Premier
will say that it is sufficient.

The Premier: But it does not matter a jot
so long as we get the money.

Hon. T. Walker: That is the point.
Ron. P. COLLIER: There we are. I hope

the Premier understaknds that I am commenting
on these figures not wvith any desire to criticise
the scheme unfairly. It is, however, incumbent
an this Parliament to know that there will be
some definite scheme. It is not sufficient to
put people on board ship in large numbers in the,
Old Country, send them here and put them
ashore and leave them to gravitate, as it
were, into places here. A definite plan of or-
dered settlement and development imust be
prepared.

The Premier:- It has been.
Ron. P. COLLIER: But before we proceed

with it for two minutes, we find the Premier in
conflict with the Minister for Education.

The Premier: Oh no !
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier will not

ask me to believe that when his 'Minister went
to address a large gathering of people he was
so ill equipped with information that hie made
to them a wrong statement. I leave it to every
member of the House to say whether I am not
fairly commenting upon the information supplied
to us. I was ahout to say that when the State
obtained the endorsements of the Common-
wealth and tmjeral Governments to participate
in the payment of interest on this sum of six
millions, sod when the Government decided
to take 75,000 people over a period of years,
in those two acts wvere laid the foundations of a
huge scheme of immigration and land settle-
ment. But, just as an architect, after having
haid the foundations, cannot then retire from
the scene and leave to his workmen the re-
sponsibility of erecting the superstructure ac-
cording to their own ideas, but finds that a
detailed plan of the complete building muost be
provided-

The Premier: Quite so ,it has been provided
here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well. I am just
endeavonring to examine some of the details
of the scheme in the light of the information
supplied by Ministers. That is all I am doing.
I have arrived at this point : according to the
Minister for Education that three million pounds
will he utilised for settling 8,000 people. That
leaves us with an average of £500 per man. JNowk
we arrive at the point whether that amount of
£50 per man is sufficient or not. The Premier
says it is sufficient. According to the figures
supplied to us in respect of soldier settlement,
the experience has been far otherwise in the
South-West. In the Governors Speech we
are told that 4,547 soldiers have been granted
advances and that the commitments have been
E5,181.629. The average per soldier, taking all

the soldiers settled throughout the State, in
£1,126.

The Premier: The soldiers have special terms
and conditions, though, quite different from
those given to ordinary settlers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Special terms which
would make their cost lower than it will be for
the 8,000.

Thu Premieur: No ; higher.
Hon. P, COLLIER : I do not know what

special consideration the soldiers have except
in the matter of interest.

The Premier: As regards equipment and so
forth.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the soldiers have been
given special consideration which is not available
to others, it means that the total capital cost
on the avenage would be less for soldiers than. for
future settlers. But here are the figures showing
that the average cost per soldier settled has
been £1,126.

The Premier: And all the 15,000 others.
Hon. P. COLLIER:. Which 15,000 ?
The Premier: Settled on the other farms in

the State.
Hon. P. COLUIER : The old farms?
The Premier: Yes. Soldier settlement is on

very special terms.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, just such terms as

those on which our new settlers will be settled.
The Premier : No. There is the matter of

crops and machinery.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the figures will

be right, but I do not think there is in this State
anyone with a knowledge of land settlement
in the South-West--

The Premier: No one has said anything about
that. We get six millions of money cheaply.
That is all. We are -not using that special
money for that purpose.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It amounts to this, then,
that the Premier will say that if the six millions
is insufficient to settle the 6,000 people-

The Premier: I have not said that.
Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no alternative.
The Premier: I say that as long as we get

the six millions and settle these 8.000, it is all
right.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- I Lake it that the Govern-
ment will be able to show by a detailed plan of
organisation that it can be done--that the land is
available, and that the work can be done at that
cost. I have here figures of the cost of settling
one soldier in the South-West. In that case
the total amounted to £2,730 ; and I understand
that the great majority of soldiers settled in the
South-West are on all fours with this case.

The Premier: What is the name ?
Hon. P. COLLIER:- Sampson. The Premier

will find that before very long there will be a
eall made upon him to write down the capital
cost of soldier settlement in the South-West by
50 per cent. In many instances, I believe, that
will have to be done if the men are to remain on
their holdings. Otherwise they will be driven
ofl. - Heme is the statement of accounts ; 116
acres at £5 16s. per acre, £684. That beams out
my statement that it costs more to clear virgi
country in the South-West than to purchase a

fIrl well improved farm in the Wheat Belt.
Many; of the soldiers settled on the Wheat Belt
ware settled there on the basis of a walk in
walk out sale at £3 per acre. In the case I am
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quoting the Commonwealth Bank loan amounts
to £525. For clearing effected by the Govern-
ment-and this is in addition to the £5 Jos. per
acre I have already mentioned-il,177. Loan
on balance of imlprovemlents represents £60.
That makes a total of £2,736. At six per cent.
interest that represents an obligation upen the
man of £163 per annum, or more than £3 per
week, for interest on the capital cost of the

propety There is not a member of this House
who will say that that man-I care not what
the value of the land may be--can in the near
future pay an overhead charge of £3 per week
for interest.

The Premier: That is one man.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is one man, but I

think the Premier will find that that position is
applicable to a large number of others. This
has to do with the matter concerning which the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) has gvn ntc
for a, Royal Commission to inquire. Everybody
knows that practically the whole of the soldiers
settled in the South-West are in a similar position
to this man. They are all now up against it,
and absolutely unable to meet their obligations.
That is unfortunately the truth, and the State
will have to come to their assistance.

Mr. Harrison:- Has that man been dairy
farming in the South-West ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot say what he
has been doing.

Mr. Harrison : Is there no source of income
given to you for this settler ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not dealing with
his income.

Mr. Harrison: I said, source of income.
Hon. P. COLLIER:- I am not concerned with

that at all. I am only dealing with the capital
cost, with his obligations. He will need to have
some exceedingly profitable lad-

Mr. Harrison:. But he walks into an improved
property.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No. He walked into
absolutely Virgin country.

Mr. Money: Where is the property situated?
Hon. P. COLLIER:- At Capeldene. I hope

information will be given to the House enabling
us to get a thorough grasp of the proposal.
There is an obligation upon Parliament and upon
the country to look carefully into the entire
scheme. I contend that those who perceive,
or think they perceive, obstacles or difficulties
which require to be surmounted and who point
them out, will be found to be the best friends of
the scheme. After all, if we think there are
many difficulties ahead of us, then those in charge
may, by considering the facts, be enabled to
arrange to dispose of those difficulties. Now
taking the financial side of the matter, I wish
to point out that the State is embarking upon
very serious financial responsibilities. I do this
not with the object of suggesting or implying
that because of that fact we ought not to under-
take the scheme or accept the responsibilities.
I do it in order to bring home to every member
of the community the absolute need which exists
for a rigid supervision of all expenditure of loan
moneys in connection with our development
policy during the next few years, and for ensuring
that no loan money is spent except upon what
are, in the true sense of the word, reproductive
works. When a country is embarking upon the
expenditure of large sums of loan money there

is always the danger that there will creep into
that expenditure and the control of those funds
a recklessness, a disregard for strict business
principles, which wi ultimately land the country
in diiiulty. That has been the experience in
the Eastern States. The bank smashes in
Victoria in 1893 and the fearful depression that
then existed in that State, followed on a period
of reckless expenditure of loan funds.

Mr. Mann: It was not spent on land settle-
ment.

Hon. P. COLLIER;- The hon. member knows
that money can be spent just as unwisely in
land settlement as in any other enterprise.
Reckless expenditure of loan money is not
confined to any particular sphere of activity.
There is always in every community a con-
siderable number of people who welcome the
introduction and spending of large sums of loan
money, because of the general expansion of
trade which it brings. Such people are more
or less indifferent to the ultimate results. There
are thousands of men. in the city who would
regard it as an impertinence in me or in anybody
else to attempt to carefully analyse a, scheme
of this nature, involving the expenditure of
millions. Those men will not bother to in-
vestigate it -,they are satisfied with the know-
ledge that the introduction and expenditure of
so much money will greatly increase trade, and
that a, portion of that increase will come their
wvay. In this State the next five years will be
fraught with the greatest consequences to the
future of the country. There can be no question
about that. Upon the wisdom of Parliament
and the administration of the Government
during the next five years will depend largely
the success or failure of this scheme. Its success
will mean that the State will go forward in
development and prosperity, whereas if the
scheme fails the State may be saddled with a
financial responsibility sufficient to weight it
down. That is merely an ordinary point of
view which will commend itself to every thinking
man. For that reason I could wish that we had
in the present Government a couple of sound,
cautious business men of Scotch extraction.
Whenever it comes to the handling of money
and the necessity for a longeighted view of the
best means of handling that money, I prefer
a Scotebman. It is essential that there should
be no spirit of recklessness, no smug conviction
that all is well and that prosperity is going to
flow. Here is the position: Parliament is
authorising the expenditure of loan money at the
rate of 3J millions per annum.

The Premier: No ;we did not spend it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: But we authorised the

expenditure of that sunm. I do not know what
the actual expenditure amounted to last year,
but in the previous year it was 21 millions.
Suppose we set down the estimate of 2j
millions per annum for the next three yearn.
That will amount to 7f millions of loan money.
In addition there -will be the special loan of six
millions,

The Premier: 'No ;it will cover soldier settle-
ment and, largely, land settlement.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Apart from soldier
settlement, I do not see how the Government
are going to get on with an expenditure of less
than 2j millions per annum. We have all over
the State authorised railways awaiting con-
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struction. There will be roads to make, school
buildings to erect, and all the expenditure in-
cidental to a policy of land settlement. The
Premier will find that, apart from land settle-
ment expenditure, he will have very heavy
calls for ordinary loan expenditure. Thus, in-
cluding the six millions, we shall be spending
131 millions within the next three years. But
if we take the five year period and say that
ultimtely it will resolve itself into the scheme
being accomplished, not in three years but in
five years, this will probably be our loan ex-
penditure: three years at 2& millions, per
annum, 7j millions ;special loan of six millions,
making a total of 13f millions.

The Premier: No, you are quite wrong.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not wrong.
The Premier: We did not spend 2j millions

last year. Over one million was for the soldiers.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am only going on the

latest figures, published, which were 2j millions.
The Premier: Hut the six millions will shortly

take the place of it. Do not be misled by Mr.
Lovekin.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I am not, although in
point of fact I worked out the figures available
to me, and I arrived at the same result as did
Mr. Lovekin in respect of our total indebted-
mess for the next five years, namely 20 million
pounds. There will be all the time an insistent
call for expenditure of loan moneys in con-
nection with any scheme of land settlement.
There will be need for expenditure in a hundred
and one directions, and I estimate that the
task we have embarked upon will involve an
expenditure of loan moneys amounting to
20 millions, inclusive of the special six millions.
And it has to be remembered all the time that
this two-thirds interest payment by the Corn-
monweAlth and Imperial Governments will
expire at the end of five years, and that after
that date the State will have to a"sume the full
responsibility.

The Premier: Five years for each loan.
Eon. P. COLLIER: That is so. If we will

require an expenditure of something like 20
millions to give effect to the scheme, we shall
then have an added interest bill of £1,200,000-

The Premier: I would oppose the expenditure
of 20 millions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But in our ordinary
expenditure we would require ten millions -in
five yeairs, without any new settlers.

The Premier: We have not been doing that
for some years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The only years in which
we have not done it were those in which nothing
was doing in any direction.

The Minister for Agriculture: When the gold-
fields were discovered we settled thousands of
people at a much lower cost.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is entirely different.
The discovery of the goldfields brought here
140,000 people without the expenditure of a
shilling. Indeed those people brought money
with them, which was a Godsend to those already
here, many of whom had not seen any money
at all for years before. But it is altogether
false reckoning to take our total population and
total indebtedness, do a simple sum in pro-
portion and say, " We settled 140,000 people
for so much, therefore we can settle 75,000 people

for so much less." That is not at all applicable
to this scheme.

The Minister for Agriculture:± You make no
allowances whatever for the creation of secondary
industries.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We are largely in the
dark regarding details. I take it the Govern-
ment have thought out a plan, and have now in
process of formation the necessary machinery and
organisation to give effect to it. If the Premier
shows that it can be done at a lesser cost than
has been estimated, so much the better pleased
will be everybody concerned. But there is an

aspeto land settlement which must not be lost
sightof, namely the closer settlement of some
of the older areas of the State. I believe that
can be done at a much smaller expenditure than
will be necessary to put people in the virgin
country of the South-West, which is so heavily
timbered. At this stage, probably the turning
point in our history, it is incumbent upon us to
take such steps as will effectively force into
utilisation the lands in the older settled country
areas. The series of articles which appeared
in the " West Australian " recently regarding
settlement in some of the older communities
was an eye-opener. From it we learned that
the population of York in 1911 was2,876 persons,
whereas in 1921, after the lapse of 10 years, the
population was only 2,843, or a decrease of 30 or
40 people. In that comparatively rich district,
the first to be settled in the State, for a period of
10 years there was no increase whatever in
population.

Mr. Davies: flat is a good point.
Hon. P. COLLIER : That was all very well in

the days when there was plenty of land. We
are now forced to go out hundreds of miles from
the seaport into heavily timbered virgin country,
which will cost large sums of money to bring
into production. It, therefore, behoves us to
turn our attention to those lands within a come-
paratively close radius of the city, and which
should be forced into use. It is all very
well for a few men who are making a satis-
factory income for themselves, but the welfare
of the Stats and of the general community
must be considered before individual interests.
It was further said that three miles from
York there were 1,000 acres of which 200
acres were cropped. Probably the owner is
using the balance for running stock, but it
would be much better to have a dozen or
so settlers upon that area, and thus have
a larger population than the land would other-
wise carry. There was another 7,500 acre,
1,000 of which was cropped, and 5,000 on the
fringe of the municipalty, o which only a small
portion was cropped. Nine miles out there
were 8,000 acres of which 5,000 was cultivated
and a 6,000-acre block only one-sixth of which
was cultivated. There was also 30,000 acres which
was a model of disuse. Altogether 60,000 acres
were held in the immediate vicinity of York by a
few families. These are some of the problems
confronting us.

The Premier: The 30.000 acre are now cut
up.

The Minister for Agriculture : That is the
Wilberforce estate, which is being brought into
proper use.

97



98 [ASSE-NIBLr.J

Hon. P. COLLIER:- Occasionally one of these
large estates comes into use, either by the owner
cutting it up himself or by Government resump-'
tion. 'In Pingelly we find the same thing.
Surveyor Lefroy reported that there could be
effected a large increase in population along the
rich Avont Valley near Toodysy to the general well-
being of the whole community, What is true of
Toodymy, York, Pingelty, etc., N' true of many
otber parts of the State. The 'whole question
of land settlement and the financial difficulties
of the State are wrapped up in closer settlement.
Whilst wve can more economically and more
effectively place new arrivals or new settlers
upon the land already served by railways,
we shall also be helping materially towards
solving the financial. difficulties of the State
if we settle thenm upon such land. It is a
mad policy for any Parliament to embark upon,
to construct railways hundreds of miles out from
the capital and the port, to grid-iron this vast
State with railwvays. north, south, east and west,
.where there is only a sprinkling of settlers.
Common sense tells us that wre should start nearer
the heart of things, so that all our lands may
be utilised and brought to the utmost productive
use. As we get them settled, so may we expand
further from the centre, until ultimately, wshen
the State possesses the population necessary,
we may engage in building railways and settling
the outer areas. The Premier has repeatedly
stated that the loss on our railway system is one
of the most embarrassing features of our finances.
This loss, apart from such economies as
may be effected by better administration,
can only be overcome by bringing our railways
more work for them to perform. That may be
done by production and increased cultivation
along existing railways. That is a phase of the
question that has always been shirked by the
Premier and those associated with him. They
have always had a tender regard for the owner
of large estates.

The Premier:. Not at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. That is shorn
by the fact that throughout the period of intense
financial embarrassment for the last teart years,
when taxation of all forms has been increased,
in many cases to more than double the amount,
the land tax has remained stationary. To-day
notwithstanding all tire increases in value which
have accrued to our lands, thle taxation remains
much the same. I am not referring to the broad
acres in the country bitt to land within the
metropolitan area, between Fremnantle and
Midland .Junction, which has increased in value.
It should always be remembered that just a
little over half the amount of land tax that is
paid within, the State is paid upon property
within 20 miles of the city. The palatial build-
ings we see going up indicate that the
city is going ahead.. Land values are
increasing in the city. Land which was
ohtained in and around the metropolitan
area in years gone by fore m ere song has increased
in value to an enormous extent. To a verv little
extent have land values increased because of
the individual efforts of the owner, but these
values have been created by the community as
a whole, by the expenditure of public funds in
the construction of railways, barbours, wvater
supplies and thle other functions of State. They
have been created by the community ; it is a

community-given value. In return the owners
of these lands should give a fair amount to the
omanunity. The Government have not at-

tempted to do anything in the matter.
31r. Willcock:- And they never will attempt it.
Hon. P. COLLIER:. We receive to-day the

inadequate sum of about £E45,000 a year in land
taxation. The Government passed through this
Chamber last session a Closer Settlement Bill.
This was lost in another place. Nobody regretted
it ; it would have accomplished nothing.

The Premier:- You are absolutely wrong.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It might have aecom-

plished something, but not along the most
effective or equitable lines. The Premier has
a tender regard, as have his colleagues, for the.
big land owner.

The Premier: I do not think a man should
be pilled because he is on the land.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not a question. of
pilling the man on the land. Subject to equit-
able treatment of the individual, his consider-
ations must yield before the demands of the
community. That has been the experience of
land settlement all the world over. The large
landholder plays his part in the settlement and
development of any nesv country. He has
played an important port in opening up and
settling this State, as swell as the other States
of the Commonwealth. There will have to take
place in Western Australia that which has taken
place in other parts of Australia. As population
has increased, in order to meet the ever increasing
demands of the public, the big land holder has
had to retrace his steps and go further back until,
in many eases, he has disappeared altogether.

Air. Lutey: They want their pound of
flesh bdfore they go.

Hon. P. COLLIER: ITam not advocating any
policy of confiscation. The landowner is entitled
to fair conside ration. The man who does thle
pioneering wrork on the land and goes out into
virgin country is deserving of practically all
that comes to him. He is the pioneer of progress
and settlement. Unless men had come to the
country who were prepared to face difficulties,
privations and other hardships, our virgin
country would not have become productive in
the way it has done.

Mr. Money: They have not made half as
much as those who followed.

Hon. P. COLLIER:. That is so. After a
life of comparative drudgery, of .30 years or more
of disabilities and hard wvork, both for himself
and his family, the settler has found himself
possessed of not as much wrealth as the com-
mercial man in the city was able to make in a
year. Because that is true we are confronted
to-day with the problem which every State in
Australia is facing, that is the drift of population
to the city. It is a reflection upon Governments
ink this Commonwealth that out of a total popula-
tion of about five millions more than half of
the people are concentrated within the fringe of
the capital cities.

Mr. Money: It is the biggest problem wve
have to deal with.

Hon. P. COLLIER : In certain farming dis-
t-lets of Victoria the population was greater
40 years ago than it is tio-day because of the
attractions of city life. When the old people
become too old to farm their land the young
people clear out to the cities, and the richest

98



12 AugusT, 1922.)9

man in the district becomes the largest holder
There ia a natural inclination in that direction.
I go as far as any member on the cross benches,
and will assist to the best of my ability, in doing
everything possible to make life attractive in
the countr districts. If for no other reason
than a slih reason we must see the wisdom
of and necessity for developing our country
districts. Theme are many obstacles in the way
arid the Government must assist. In no
State of Australia has such a generous measure
of Government assistance been given to people
on the land as has been given by successive
Governments in this State. I cannot conceive
of any ountry where the assistance given has
exceeded that which has been made available
in Western Australia, It is a wise and sound
policy. We must continue to pursue that policy,
all the time striving to see that the expenditure
of public money is in the direction of essentially
reproductive works. In time to come money
thus expended will be returned to us fourfold.
The problem is so great to-day throughout
Australia that unless the various Parliaments
wake up and take serious measures to stop the
drift to the cities, the Commonwealth will not
go ahead and prosper, production will not increase
nor will Australia be that great country weali
hope to see her become. I believe that in West-
era Autralia-and I agree with the Premier heme
we can carry three or four times the population
-wre have to-day, with a greater degree of pros-
perity to all.

Mr. Money:- We can carry twenty times the
population.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. When one
looks around the Commonwealth, starting from
Queensland in the North and working round the
various States, one realises the possibilities of
each State. Each is rich in those great natural
resources which go to make any country great.
There are no great natural resources upon which
America has huilt up such a big population in the
past century or so, of which Australia is not
possessed.

Mr. Money:, They utilised their natural re-
sources to the utmos~t.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is largely due to the
policy adopted by the State Governments through-
out Australia in the concentration of expenditure,
that has led to the aggregation of population
in the cities. It is true that in New South Wales
railways have been constucted for 300 or 400
miles into Sydney rather than build a small
section of railways to tap a natural port. It
is this policy of cuntralisation that is the curse
of Australia to-day. It is necessary to spend
money in the country districts to provide facili-
ties for settlement and production, and to ensure
a fair Iheasure of comfort and prosperity without
which we will not attain that standard of life

-we would like to se in Australia,
On motion by the Premier, debate adjourned.

Houet adjourned at 8-48 p-tn.

Ilegtelattvc Bleeemblp,
Thursday, 3rd August, 19.09.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (8)--GROUP SET TLE-
MENT.

Sustenance -Allowance.
Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier- In

view of the assistance by way of sustenane
allowance granted to settlers on group settle-
mnent nreas, will he favourably consider the
extending of similar benefits in that direction
to the South-West as are enjoyed by settlers
operating under the provisions of the Act
governing the Industries Assistance Board?

The PREMIER replied: Allowance to
group settlers is an advance against cost of
making farmns, and becomes an Agricultural
Bank advance on the seurity of the made
farm. Individual settlers can obtain clearing
loans from the Agricultural Bank in the
usual way.

Accounts System end Costs.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: 1,
Has a proper system of accounts been in-
augurated for each group settlement which
will include all phases of expenditure? 2,
What will be the basis of allocation of costs
on individual farms? 3, Is the cost of super-
visiou to be blade a charge against each
group, and to be debited equally to each
property?

The PRE'MIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
total charges against the group must not
exe-ed the total costs. Allocations to each
block will be made by the general manager
of the Agricultural Bank when it takes over
the liability. 3, Yes, so far as the working
foreman is concerned.

Roa.4g Maki ng; Federal Grant.

'Mr. PICKERING asked the Premier: In
view of the decision of the Federal Ministry
to provide a sunm of £250,000, to be allocated
to the various State Governments on the
pou~nd for pound principle, for the purpose
of providing work for the unemployed on
road making, and of the urgent necessity for
provision of good roads to group settlements,
does he propose to take advantage of the
assistance offered by the Commonwealth 0ov-
erment'l
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